C 23 H 39 NO5, monoclinic, P21/c (no. 14), a = 26.1698(4) Å, b = 9.4863(2) Å, c = 9.0929(2) Å, β = 97.376(2)°, V = 2238.67(8) Å 3 , Z = 4, Rgt(F) = 0.0539, wR ref (F 2 ) = 0.1580, T = 100(2) K.
CrysAlis PRO [1] , SHELX [2, 3] , WinGX/ORTEP [4] 
Source of material
The melting point of the compound was measured on a Mel-Temp II digital melting point apparatus and was uncorrected. The IR spectrum was recorded using a Perkin-Elmer RX1 spectrophotometer as a Nujol mull in a KBr cell from 4000 to 400 cm −1 . The 1 H NMR spectrum was recorded in CDCl 3 solution on a Jeol JNM-ECA 400 MHz NMR spectrometer with chemical shifts relative to tetramethylsilane. 4-Dodecyloxy-2-hydroxybenzaldehyde was synthesized according to a literature procedure [5] . The prepared aldehyde (0.31 g, 1.0 mmol) was added to an ethanolic solution (10 mL) of tris(hydroxymethyl)aminomethane (Tokyo 
Experimental details
The C-bound H atoms were geometrically placed (C-H = 0.95-0.99 Å) and refined as riding with U iso (H) = 1.2-1.5Ueq(C). The O-and N-bound H-atoms were located in a difference Fourier map but were refined with distance restraints of O-H = 0.84±0.01 Å and N-H = 0.88±0.01 Å, respectively, and with U iso (H) set to 1.5Ueq(O) and 1.2Ueq(N), respectively. As evident from the figure, the long chain suffers from typical disorder. Careful modelling did not reveal any chemically useful information and so, the simpler model was retained.
Comment
In connection with recent studies of diorganotin Schiff bases derived from tris[(hydroxymethyl)aminomethane] [6, 7] , largely motivated by the promising cytotoxicities they exhibit [6] , the structure of the title tris[(hydroxymethyl) aminomethane] Schiff base derivative, featuring an appended n-dodecyl substituent, was prepared and studied crystallographically. The molecular structure is shown in the figure (50% displacement ellipsoids) and crystallography confirms the molecule existing as a zwitterion in the solid-state.
